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S E R M O N 
PREACHED BEFORE THE 


HonoRABLE COUNCIL, 


- AND THE HONORABLE 

 HOUSEor REPRESEN TA TIVES, 

35 oer The _ 

| STATE of the Massachvszrrs. Bar, 
Nr w. ENA Nb. nd? 


Ar BOSTON 


MAY 29, 1777. 


BEING THE ANNIVERSARY FOR THE FLECTION 
OF THE HONORABLE COUNCIL. TOE 


_ SAMUEL-WEBSTER, A, N. 1 


PasToR oF A Cnvncn IN SALISBURY. 


4c Let God ariſe, let his Rucmids be N Let 
them alſo that hate him flze before him,” | 


40 As ſmoke is driven away, ſo drive them away: : As 
: Wax melteth before the fire, fo let the wicked 
| 1 periſh at the preſence of Go. 


4e But let the righteous be glad: Let them rejoice be · 
Fare Gop, yea let them exceedingly rejoice.” | 
„Fan LXVIII. begianiog. | 


* uro BY EDES & GILL, iN Oitn-eratrr. . 
LE N. pc. xxavu· 
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STATE or MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 


In the Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES, 
My 28, 17. 


JN Motion, Ordered, That Mr. Sap 
" ſon, Capt. Greenleaf, Capt. Howard, 


Mr. Jeffries and Mr. Wendell, be a Com- 


mittee to wait on the Reverend Mr. WeEB- 


STER, and return. him the Thanks of the 


Houſe for his SERMON preached before 


the General Aſſembly this Day: And de- 
ſire a Copy for the Preſs. _ 


A true Exirad from the Minutes, 
Atteſt, ; 1 
Ss FREEMAN, Clerk, 


I 


ELECTION-SERMO N, 


| 1 ConcraTULaTE the General Aſembly 
wh this State, this Jay convened? in the. city 
of their ancient ſolemnities —1 congratu- 
late this capital, whom the Lord 1 nd | 
livered out of the hands of the enemy j— 
1 congratulate this reſpectable audience, 2 
the liberty of mecting here again, with - 
ſafety on this important anniverſary, to. 
acknowledge the Lord God of our fathers, 
and to ſeek his directen and bleſſing on 


our political afirs to be this day tranſ- 
ade. 5 
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And with the divine leave and aſſiſtance, 
Mall diſcourſe to you on thoſe words of 
| holy writ, which you may find in the 
; XLV Chapter of EL EKIEL, 8 
part of the Sth, together with the 1155 verſe. | 


— my princes [ball n 10 more oppreſs 
* People. And the reſt of the land ſhall 


they give to the houſe 2. Ifrael, accord. 
ing to their tribes, 


Thus faith the Lord God, tet it ſu fe ice Hor 5 
O princes of Ijrael : remove violence and 
ſpoil, and execute judgment and juflice ; 3 


tale away your exactions from my people, 
faith the Lord God. 


9 18 1 that we have 3 in the 
I holy ſcriptures divine directions 

to regulate the conduct of all 
ranks : nothing leſs than the au- 
 thority of God can do this, to any purpoſe, 
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But, when God ſpeaks, before. whom 
prince and peaſant ſtand upon a parr, me- 
thinks, all, from the loweſt to the higheſt, | 

muſt linen with a ſacred vene ration! * 


| Indeed, as God does not now direct his 
voice immediately to us, we mult not coun- 
terfeit it, and ſay—the Lord Jaith—when 
the Lord hath not ſpoken. But yet, in 
fimilar circumſtances, we may, by analogy, 
take the ancient voice of God, as directed 
to us. This is the uſe we are to make of | 
A great part of the ou teſtament, 


Let us keep this in mind and, I truſt, we 
ſhall find. that we are not unconcerned in 
the words now read to you. 


. were 8 at a time when there 
was a general corruption of manners 
| princes and people conſpiring to Sock : 


God to anger, and to bring down his 
eee „ 


And. if we look over the orophety, we 


- ſhall find that the rulers were (peculiarly 
guilty : the princes were become mighty. 
oppreſſors : and, when foreign enemies 
attacked them, unnaturally joined, and co 


ſpired 


E 
ſp ired theit ruin! This was a crime of the 
bioheſt nature! For, nothing can be more 
apgravated than for the ſhepherds to miſ- 
lead and butcher the flock they were ſet to 
defend and feed ! And the guardians of the 
public intereſts, to turn traitors and afſaſſms 


to them that raiſed them to their high pla- | 
ces. 


To the princes and rulers, therefore, 
who were too big to hear any other, the 
God of Heaven ſpeaks i in my text, and ſome 
precceding and TOloWwiDg verſes. 


Ordering, that the rulers ſhould have a 
reaſonable portion laid out round their 
cities, by the fide of the portion of the 
prieſis, which was laid out by meaſure. 
And then that the reſt of the land, as in 
| the text, ſhould be divided e the peo | 
ple as their inheritance. | 3 50 


- And then, ſays Gabe princes ſhall N 
no more oppreſs. That is — Thus prince and 
people ſhall know their own, and enjoy 
their own: And the princes ſhall make no 
more encroachments upon the peoples 
rights or pofſeſſ 128 ans ; which a are as ſacred as 


| theirs, AE : 
_ Thus 


3 
This ſaith the Lord, Lit it ſuffice you O 
princes of Iſtuel: remove violence and ſpoil, 


and execute judgment and juſtice, take away 


Four exachons © dnl 2 7 people, faith the Lord 
God. e 


As if be had. {aid Wh 4 is he that 
will not! hear, when the Lord of heaven 
ſpeaks ? It concerns all the princes and u- 
lers of the world to liſten, for God, God, I 

gay, ſpeaks ! It is enough O princes and ru- 
{ers and more than enough, that ye have 
done already, in oppre//ing and abuſing thoſe 
whom you were bound by every tie to pro- 
tect and make happy! Ceaſe your violence 
then, make no more /poil upon my people! 
But let judgment and juſtice be impartially 
executed, that all may have the benefit of 
it: and put an end to your extravagant ex- 
actions: and henceforth , let taxes and tri- 
bute be requir'd only in proportion to the 
| neceſſity of the public affairs, and not to 


ſupport your own luxury or dejend Jour un- 
rigbteous (claims! | 


Now, from this rulers way | learn "ER 
ie: what! is the will of God concerning 
them; and the People ſomewhat . of their 
. to them. And all may be led to 

B = mourn 


. 5 


.- 


(4953 


mourn. over the mighty oppreſſions of the 
carth, and to pray and hope. for deliverance 
in God: s ume. | 


-Z 
i 


let me therefore beg the attention of 
this honourable audience, while, in the fear 
of God, and with a due reſpe& to my nu- 

merous ſuperiours, I diſcourſe in the fol- 
| lowing manner. 


| _ Firt..C ws der, very 1 the duty o 
{ princes and rulers to the People. 
| 5 adh The duty of people ta their rulers. 
=p 2dly. Take a brief % view of. the wpreſior ons 
= of the rulers of the world. = 
i athly. Enquire, haw it comes to paſ that 
 fuch multitudes of mankind ſuffer themſelves 
to be thus grievouſly ae d, * 4 few of 
| their fellow men. | 
: "= Fihly. wy: der, bow contrary this is e 
. „ will of God. 
| ak Tuft hint to the 3 at ſome 


things, ET ſeem to me moſt likel ly to gard | 
| . egainſt b in their rulers, 
fid | 


3 ey and confuſion, 


[ 11 | 1 
And fnalh, conſider, a moment, the hap- 
pineſs of mankind when oppreſſors ſhall ceaſe, 


and they wha rule over men [hall * Ju ; 


ruling in the you 1 85 was 
I. Then, I ſhall very briefly oats the: 


duty * Princes and n, ta the . 857 


Nom as to awd falhion'd eas hawks: 


ney'd to the ways of the world, the voice 


from heaven cries to them to Mpreſi n9 


more. It cries moſt ſolemnly in my text. 
But as ſuch rulers hear neither God nor 
man, we have no immediate buſineſs with 
_ Welk! And God: grant ' we never may. 8 


Tis other kind of 1 ces with whom 


ve have to do ; choſen by the people (as all 


lawful magiſtrates are) to deferid them a- 
on thoſe ravening wolves, which have 
een deyouring them. 5 


And, their duty is to exert themſelves ia 


watching over and defending them, with. 


unwearied diligence ; leſt they give the peo- 
ple room to ſay, chat pawer is to be truſted. 


with no body, and fo are put out of con- 


ccit of all government, and run into Wr 


8 la at, 


| 
| 
3 
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In the firſt place, (where the conſtitution 
is diſſolv d) their duty is (with the aſſent of. 
the people) to frame the moſt Juftand equi- 


table conſtitution ;_ calculated, in the beſt, 


manner which human wiſdom can deviſe, 
to anſwer the great and only deſiga of go- 
vernment, the ſecurity of the lives, liber 1. 


and property of the people. | 


For, though, where the magiſtrates and 


905 people are generally virtuous, the people 
may be tolerably happy under. almoſt any 

_ conſtitution, or indeed without any, Vet, 
as the world is, a good: conſtitution | is by no 


means to be diſre garded ; but is the firſt. 


foundation to be Pad for the happinefs of 
the people! ; and of great importance. 


2. The making and eftabliſhing of god : 


taws, | is another impotent duty of theirs. 


And it is a rare happineſs indeed when 
they have it in their power to begin all a- 
new, and reviſe and correct the whole code, 


and fix every thing on the able: bat A, 
Perles equity. | 


4 5 
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And, here Let no wan make 2 Tow, 
which i in 1 the exerciſe of. e be Foul: 
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3. Wiſe and virtuous. men muſt in 8 
next place be appointed to every impor · 
tant office, that the laws may be e 
and impartially exECUPeRs 


Without this, all the low m. ard 
will anſwer no good end: but government 
will be deſpis'd, and vice and diſorden reign 
and rage. Under the beſt conſtinutions tbe 
_ wicked will walk an every ſide, © when, the: 
vileſt men are exalted, Let me therefore; 
conjure by all that is ſacred thoſe wha, have: 
thele appointment in their bands, never, 
never, to let this be ſeen in our land! Theſe; 
hints muſt ſuffice a preſent. ere mee | 


II. 4s briefly, To en. the a of _ 
7 ple to their rulers, ; 


It from! d meet to mention ihe duty of. 
rulers firſt, becauſe the. duty of the People. 
reſults from their honeſt diſcharge” of it. 
And, if the rulers groſsly negle& their du» 
ty, fo as to. fail of anſwering the end: of 
their inſtitution, eſpecially, if they play the 
tyrant and deſtray what they were appoints: 
ed io preſerve, common ſenſe. teaches, and: 


we all: agree, that they forfcir al _— 5 
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The renown'd and excellent emperor 
Trajan' order'd that the very prayers for 
him, ſhould be conditional if he obſerver 
the law. / he govern as be ought —if he 
make the people happy. The licht of na⸗ 


= fure WOT him this. 


And yet, we 1155 to conſider mügik⸗ 
trates as men, and make allowance for. hu- 


man frailtiet and miftakes. And therefore, 
if they mean honeſtly and in any tolerable 
meaſure anſwer the end of their advance- 
ment, eſpecially if they diſcharge their du- 
ty, wiſely and faithfully, the people's duty 
to them cannot. be diſpenſed with, any 
more than other duties, on pain of eternal 


damnation. 


hh ſuch FE they, are FR not only 


by fear of wrath, but for conſcience ſake. 


For ſuch an ordinance of man is Ged's ordes 
nance allo, tt | 


But, depend + vpon it, 10 government i TH 

God s ordinance, but that which is for the 
gad of mankind : it would be the groſſeſt 
reflection on the divine goodneſs to 81687; 


It! op: 1 think, but little mort of 45 
* = 


But, 


EP 
1 
2 


2 * 
3 

* 

6 


e 
But, to 0 good wi the people owe 
1. Honor and reſpect. 'Tis abſurd to 
ſuppoſe the people ſhould chooſe thoſe to 
lead and defend them, who are not thought 


worthy of thele by the elcftors ! ag 
ſurd then to deny it ! 


2. Obedience. For the copia t to chooſe 
men to be rulers and call them fo ; and not 
readily obey them, when acting in charac- 
ter, is to make themſelves contemptible. iy 


3. Tribute, 1 is due, i in order to their bo- 


norable ſupport, and to carry on che great 
affairs of government. * 


As no man goeth a warfare. at his. own : 
charges, ſo tis abſurd to expect magiſtrates 
to devote themſelves to the public, with- 


out an adequate reward for their * 
ſerviee. 7115 . 


| FN at 3 ſeaſons, when: all hs: at 
Rake, i it is impoſſible but taxes and tribute 
muſt run high. And, when neceſſary, they 
ſhould be — paid, unleſs they out- run 
all the benefit, which can hardly be, where 
property, liberty and life, are all at ſtake to- 
"uu 1 To talk a Ts in ſuch 2 caſe, 
is 


She 3 1825 "world. a: 


fs 1 


* to dream. For till it be determined 
Whether we have any thing or not, what 
is enpence to ur ? 


- Another duty 6f 1 People, is to de- 
* their magiſtrates, in time of danger, 
againſt all attempts of bloody men. 


Ia times of dan ger, like the preſent, 
er we confifler it or not, they, and 


all ober, who' go foremoſt, are peculiat 
marks of che enemies vengeafice : and 
therefore every mati in whoſe cauſe they 
act, is bound in honor and conſciente to my 
& and defend them. 


And Bow Borkädg 5 cine,” Bw dif 
graceful to humanity; would it be to de- 


ſert them, (the moſt honorable Preſident of 


our Congreſs, and our incompatable Gene- 


ral, for example) and leave them to fall a 

; ſacrifice to the fury of the enemy ! Should 
we be capableof ſich'meanneſs, we ſhould 
3 never deſerve to Race another triend ? But 


I Nr 
II. To ake-o Brief view wot the ore oi 


To 


0 17 1 


to. 3h to give a partienlar hiſtory 

of this, would be almoſt the ſame thing as 
to give the hiſtory of the world, from Cain 
to Nimro1, and from him to. Nebuchaduez- 
zar, and from him to Alexander, and from 
him to Jain Czar, ard from Julius to 

George ! = 
Nor NY any, 75 have 7 common 
feelings of humanity, bear the tragical ſtory. 
without growing almoſt ſtiff with horror ! 
For, it is almoſt one continued ſcene. of 
cruelty, blood and Slaughter . 


. Thoſe who have. never felt the weight 


of cheſe oppreſſions, nor enter 'd much into . 


the a of them, can form no. idea of 
them 1... 


Men are, to their. tame: in 1 general, 
too much tyrants to. one another. I wiſh 
| the preſent day were not, to the grief of 
all good men, too much a witneſs 785 this. 
while we are all ſuffering together unpar- 
= rallel'd oppreſſions from the common 
= Encmy 45; RIG 
But, vile as theſe «things are, they a are 
all as nothing compared, with what has 
been done by the great oppreffors of the 
C cath, 
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carth, who were entruſted with power by 


the people to defend them from the little 


oppreſſors. The ſword of juſtice was put 


into their hands, but behold they ſoon. 


turned it into a ſword of oppreſſion ; and 


made their little finger thicker than all their 
loins of whom the people were afraid. 


And fo, in a multitude of inſtances, the 


remedy has prov'd unſpeakably worſe than 
/ and 


| The buſineſs of all in power is to de. 
Fend the lines, liberties and property of the 
people: And they have no other buſineſs: 


And yet cvery one of theſe have the great 


tyrants of the world invaded ! they have 
not only robb'd and ſpoi/ d, them of their 
property by their violent exactiont and by 


engaging them in needleſs wars, 10 gratify 


their own luft, ambition and avarice! but 
at length roſe to fuch a pitch of arrogance, 
as to claim the people and al} they had as 
their property, to be difpos'd of at their 
pleaſure, as if all the people were made 
for them and not they for the people! 


One would think this was tranny and 


Aaverly compleat — And yet they 


have 


(91 4 


"RA gone further ſtill. ——— Being 
intoxicated with power, they have 
ſometimes butcher' d the poor people like 
roaring lions and raging bears, and far 
beyond! They have dope what theſe never 
did! They have burnt Towns and Cities, 
and Fee Countries ; which they 
were bound to protect: And tortur'd 
thoſe from whom they receiv'd their power 
and ſupport ; and torn out their entrails 
with belliſh cruelty, from whom came 
their crowns and diadems, their purple 
raiment and their Juptuous "2 


Were i it not a day in which all the mam 
muſt be ſummon'd up in every ſoul—who 
could refrain from teats? 


It would be eaſy, if the time would per- 
mit, to exemplify all theſe ſeveral kinds of 
oppreſſion, a theuſand times over, in the 
civil hiſtory of the world. But I ſhall 
confine myſelf to a few hints from the | 
| FO Hiten. chat moſt fare ward, 


See then 5 ſpirit of a tyrant in 1 
haughty meſſage of Benhagad to the king 
of Iſrael, (1 Kings, 20.) Thy filver —_ 
ty $# + it mine, thy wives alſo and thy 
ebileren, 


1 2e J 
children, even the geodlieft, are mine. 7 


will fend my ſervants, — and mm bor 
i pleaſant in bent: Hes, they ſhall take away ? 


One would WIE this was Luerfer fon of | 


the m orning : 


| Look alfo 3 into E pt and ſee how the 


tyrant oppreſs'd the poor Iſraelites, whoſe 
anceſtors had fav'd the land! But all was 
forgotten, and they were made the vt 


ſlaves and drudges! and their very groans 
and petitions (like ours) became crimes ; 


and u inſtcad of lightning their 
burdens ! Till at length, ſhocking 10 think 
of, every, 1 male child was order'd to be 


murder d as ſoon as born! And they had 
no deliverance, till Heaven heard their 
5 cry and took vengeance on their oppret: 


Another inſtance you höre! in the book 


of Eſther :' Where Haman the haughty fa- 
wourite and prime miniſter to Ahaſuerus, 
being offended at one honeſt Jew, ot 
want of a little ceremony or homage ; 1 


his rage, procur'd a decree of the eaſy mo- 
narch, to make a gencral moſſacre of his 


hole nation: which, becaule of a ſtupid 
cuſtom i in that empire, Never to repeal a 
115 I Op 


* 


3 


3 
N 


royal edict, was hardly prevented being 
put in exceution Who can think of it 
| without horror . 


And wha a der was Nahaſhß the 
Ammonite, (See 1 Sam. xi.) who, when 
the men of Jabeſh Gilead offer d to ſubmit 
to him vpon ferms—ſcorning all ferm 

 anſwer'd— On this condition will L make 
covenant with you, that 1 ey Rk out all 
pour right h . \ 
Can human nature be thus” gebar d: 
(Was this a man or a ge * 


The Las of Babylon Carell. us 8 
another complicated inſtanee from Ne- 
buchadnezzar to thcir fall; at which hell 
is repreſented as moved at their coming 
and faying I this the man that made 
the earth to tremble; that did ſhake King- 
doms? That made the world a wilderneſs, 
and deſtroyed the cities there? And the 
whole earth is repreſented as at reſt and 
quiet when he was dead, and as breaking 


forth into ſinging. (Bee Uniab xiv.) where 


this great oppre or, this Lucifer. ſon. of the 
morning is moſt livelily. painted out, and in 
a manner that might well make 55 Ty- 
kant on earth treauble N YL OH 


Abether 5 
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human nature is capable of! 
for bear —and procecd, 


7 * pho oats nc if to POPE; gt; OC RPE des, Ariat as as bo benny 


D 
9 * * 


_ 93 
5 br att |. ie we. 7 * „ 
» - 


E 


Another awful inſtance, (and the lat 


I ſhall mention) is that of the crue! and 
bloody Herod, (Mat. ii.) who murder'd 
all the little 1 innocents of Bethlehem and 
the coaſts adjacent, in a fit of jealouſy and 


rage ! which ſeems to be the utmoſt that 
But I muſt - 


IV. To configer, a moment, how it 


comes to paſs, that ſuch multitudes of man- 
' kind ſuffer themſelves to be thus grievouſly 


oppreſs d by a Jo of their fellow-men, 


That ſo many. -milljons of n men all over 


the world ſhould be brought into bondage 
to one or to a few ; and kept under it after 
they have endur'd every inſult, abuſe and 


torment, which man can inflidt ; if the fact 
was not notorious, would ſeem Rn 


incredible | 


No man denies has that 1 all 5 


were equally free. Men did not purchaſe 
their freedom, nor was it the grant of tings, 
nor from charter, covenant, or compact, 
nor in any proper ſenſe from man: But 
from God. I bey were bern . 


But 
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devotion. 


| ded tha 


1 1 
But, behold, ſm reign'd and diſturbd 


the peace of men: And then tyrants 
preſently began to rezgn alſo: Like our 


cloathing they are the mark of loſt inno- 
cence. The people truſting too much po 


er in the hands of ſome to defend them, 
they preſently uſed it to oppreſe them. 


So long as men were virtuous, they ei- 
ther had no rulers, or choſe the wiſe and 
good. But either theſe degenerated, being 
| intoxicated with too much power; or the 


_ chooſing, and choſe bed nen: And then 
| What wonder that theſe prov'd tyrants and 
5 govern'd L ED TCD, 


To trace this a little more particularly: 
Groſs ignorance and ſloth in the peo- 


ple muſt lay the foundation. Ignorance is 
as much the mother of ſlavery as of popi/Þ 
in much the worker of every as e 


If the body of the people become fo 


ignorant as not to know the bounds of the 


% rights, dos eaſily may the prerogative 
be fretch'd, and the people's rights in- 


= rw font lawful authority or their own 


2 
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Es ets” ens ater ² ! Ah. SM ti nd 
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1. og 


8 i, heh TY magiſtiares are. Kh 9 


they are too ſluggiſh io attend the choice, 


Or keep no careful watch over thoſe that 


are in power, or, thro' inexcuſeable indo- 
: lence, will not exert themſelves till *tis too 


late; who can worder a at this e vis e 
| ing in ba BOP 


— * 
N " N 


3 : All, ; 1 and debauch- 


ery lead to this. For they ſoon eat out 
the heart, the flrength, the courage of a 


people ; and ſo prepare. them to fall a prey 
to, thoſe who will invade their rights. 
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00 ebene allo, it is certain, has had” 


= _ bas, a "ans Bang | in this 2 


ee e a tyrant "becauſe las want 
poſts under him, in which they may. ſhare 


with him in egſe and luxury. Or they are 
directly &i to put thoſe into authority 


who buy them, becauſe they deſign to ſell 
them again. And when the ae are ſo 
covelous and venal as to /ell themſelvet 


firſt, how can they wonder if they are put 


to ſale again by thoſe who bought them? 


When therefore this kind of bribery be; 
comes comman, It 1 we had 1 not ſo many 


cxam N 


- 
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: exinp ples 10 ib hidory of the world: to 


Pen it, our reaſon would teach us that 


flavery and ruin muſt be at the door. 
* 


Fartlierl this great evilis partly owing to 


the craft and 7ubr ty uſed by thoſe 72 Power. 


Power, eſpecially. over-grown. power, 5 


| whets the ambition and ſets all the witts 
to work to enlarge it. And therefore 


encroachments on the people's liberties are 


not generally made all at once, but ſo 
gradually as hardly to be perceived by the 


ſeſs watchful; and all plaiſtered over, it 
may be, with ſuch plauſible pretences, 
that before they are aware of the ſnare, 


they ate taken and cannot ditntangle. 
themſelves. 537 | 


Theſe, GY no > doubt | are the rootr of 
this great evil; not to mention corgueſis = 
made by farch upon an inoffenſive, peo- 

ple, which, Lam clear gives no right : 


bot yet againſt which there i is at reſent | 
no remedy but force. 3 


But, it may be ele 3 


the multitude riſe and hate off the yoke, 


when they find: it. W | The or ; 
Wer is 1 * 


N — 4 2 4 
. 7 . * wy K Ke — 1 
enn Fim 8 * . ; Tre — 6 00 IS 
Nee 2. FE „ 
n "EXP 0 4 A W 1 
a 4 2 wa 4 . 


"Y * 
8 4» IJ. 4 
\ W . 
+ 4 


A >, 13 
8 98 1 Py ET 2 3 
1 


with ſtanding armies. And if poſ- 


the chief ruler at the head of all the: mili- 
tary force. And, when it is come to this, 


it is extremely difficult for them to unte 
in ſufficient bodies to effect their deliver- 


that in a word the want of union, the want 


Tiſque all to be free, are forced to fit down 
in chains 


NY whole world, except theſe American 


flavery, with fo few ſucceſsful. «attempts to 
deliver themſelves, how f*pi4 muſt we 
be, if we do not exert ourfelves to the ut- 
moſt to ſave ourſclves from falling into 
this remedileſs eſta te, my e Selk i 


th will "_ God. 


1 


VHrauts . ſupport e 


ſible the people ate 1 or beer 
the militia neglected and kept low, and 


ance. But, if they would unite, nothing, 
nothing, eotild ſtand before them.” So 


of union, is the ruin of the world. For 
want of this thoſe noble ſpirits who would, 


Wben ehertfbre we ſee in a manner, 


_ States, groaning under the moſt abject 


of miſery. WK DT A” 2 


But T muſt not enlarge. But proceed, 


n To e how contrary this is 10 


| Now | 
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No a Fetle attet fon to the nature of 


God, and to his revealed will, may fully 
fitisfy us that it is the abominable ching 
which bis ſoul hateth. Fe. 4 


lt may ſufkoe to ber bis © ins 


A gobdneſi. Can his holineſs - poſſibly 


approve. of oppreſſion and murders, which 


are the groſſeſt fins of men? Can it ſee 
millions and millions butchered by theſe 
9D men withour indignation? ? Im poſſible Lf. 


And as to his goodneſs, who will under- 
take to reconeile the approbation of human 
miſery and bulchery with this divine 5 


fecion ? There it none good, but one; 
ſays Chriſt, and that is God: And vet 
no man of common benevolence can think 


of this without abhorrence! How then 


muſt our heavenly Father abhor it 2 
And, revelation abardantiy confirms it. : 


When God gave a model of government 


to his favourite people, he (contrived it, 
with exquiſite art, to guard againſt tyranny. 


and oppre//ion ; and laid the moſt. perfoct 


foundation, which was ever. laid, for. real 
and perpetual freedom. "This, Ichink, mult | 
be clear: to every judicious eye | who ſhall 


take a thoro' view of it, "which J have not 
now time e for. . Bat 
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. But o one . 1 e j mention, | 
| which, ſo far as I know, is peculiar to that 
divine model of government AD that 

1s— That by forbidding. uſury, and even 
ntereſt upon money lent to the poor, and 
appointiog the year of Jubilee, when: both 
* ſervants and lands were to be releaſed, 
Aavery was directly prevented, ot remote- 
1 all Sr axny and n., 3 B 
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And. had not it been for the) Jews — 
neſs tt inſiſting to have their wiſe and hap- 
y government changed into a monarchy, I 
am perſuaded, the world would have: ſeen 
more of the excellency of that divine ww | 
5 ſtitution bythe rut. 


1 need only add, that no . n is n 
5 of with more deteſtation, from one end 
ofs the bible to the other, than oppreſſion, 
or more awfully threatned. And. wicked 
_ rulers are compared to fierce and ravenous 
beafts,or to bulls of Baſhan, roaring. lions and 
rag ing bears, &c. (See Amos 1. 1. and 
Prov. xxviii. 15, 16.) 80 chat 1 e not 
N 70 but proceed. BF 
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8 8 my opinion, in a matter ſo. een, 
at above me. 1 would i of; hy 


ww 


1 phe 1118 4 TIT IE OTA 
d 22915 Let the people, by all means en- 
| eu courage: ſchools . and collegec, and all the 
2 means of karting and knowledge, il they 
en would guard. againft,//avery.;. For. a w/e, 
. a knowing anda learnec people, are the leaſt. 
„ © kel) of any in the world. 00 be enfla 2 


5 22. Let them do all in their power to 
1  Juppreſs, vice and pronmte religion and vir: 
n me. For, beldes their natural efficacy, | 5 
„am perſuaded no people were ever yet given 
vp by God to ſlavery, till they had firſt | 
Sor themſelyes up! to wickedneſs. 18 
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d 7 Let 9910 men Wa integrity be Le. 


3 ted by you with any power. I think p pom 
4 er is much ſafer in their hands than ii in 
1 men of greater abilities, bur Faw are want⸗ 5 


1 ee this aſſeuia point e 


"WE hands of any. It may hurt them, and 


then they may hurt the publie. Or if it 


Let not too nh; power. PI ruſted i in 


ſeem neceſſary in ſome critical time (like 5 


e 
4 li the preſent): Ig lodge: great power in ſome _ 
| FORKS it 1 7 for. 2 limited time, 0 
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and PP power renewed anmalh lh, if there 2? 
I Dea Ho ET ed e 11422508 *g | 
Let cet of che ' Ligiflators be = = 
; e; and let bribery and Corruption 1 
be guarded againſt to the utmoſt. Men : 


thinks, thoſe who are guilty of theſe ſhould 


be forever rendered. incapable of any place 1 
of power or truft''; 3 and this: by a. FOG: a 
5 n law of the conſtitution. R - 
oy Let the militia be . i hs 5 

1 beſt regulation, and be made reſpe dtable. | J 
This will be a | great REO a great 2 085 : 
5 . „ 5 A . 
EE Let finding. a armies Abe only 167 ne- f 

| off ity and for a limited time. For, when ti 

_ corrupted, they have been the ruin of ma- * 
17 argon 4 8 . e e ZN 
8. Let theſe armies, never. Ie _ der iN © 

the abſolute power of any magiſtrate in 1 


time of peace, ſo as to ad? in any cauſe, N , 
Ill _ e is OLI by the *fenate and Y 
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ſhould be a ſtanding 
to truſt him. with. any power more. 


tain of power. „ 
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he 


wo re v9. 


"to. Let: 2 "Careful 1 | baleb be kept, 1900 . 
15 5 is found groſsly and notoriouſly exceed- 
ing the limits of his power, methinks, it 
invariable rule never 


„ 
* 


Fideſty, Let the powers and preroga- 


tives of the rulers and the rights and pri- 


viledges of the people, be determined with 
as much preciſion as poſlivle, that all may 
know their limits. And where there is 


any diſpute, let nothing be done, till it is 


ſettled by the people, who are e the ſoun- 


But 1 e 20 ſubwit theſe e 
We I only offer to confideration, as a 


: friend to A 8 to mankind. And [ haſten, 
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Lali, 
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That ſuch a happy 5 5 
ſcems t to > be a * Os 


are 33 | 
mY 1 liberties ! Jam miſtaken if. the 
Prefers! time docs not prove „ e 


tin 1 


/ Ti .canſ ger 4 moment . hap: | 
pings; of mankind, when oppteſſors. , all 
ceaſe, and they who rule over men-are uſt, 
"Ok the fear of God. E 
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in the! Text. ARA 11. 4 ee ts 


TH the Word in many paſſages, (which J have 


not now time to menten.) And, who that 
- ſees the preſent melancholly ſtate of the 


world, but muſt w/h and pray and even 


long for the glorious. day. For, then the 
moſt perfect models of government will 
be adopted,” when, I doubt not, more 


i regard will be had to the ſpi Irit of the di- 
vine model given to Tfrae}. pn ever yet 


bas been. And then a.jaſt and equitable 


| body of laws will be faked: which. can 


\ eppreſs no man, except by accident: 


which laws (with great deference to thoſe 
| before whom. I ſpeak) at leaſt. the funda- 


mental ones, methigks, ſhould. by all means 
be Plain and conciſe as poſſible; or they 


cannot in reaſon be binding on the body 
of the O's for Mine a cannot nere 


. them, | 1 Ha, 5 7 "I — SE. 
4 


T * 
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e "The with 100 befl men vil 


| be appointed to fill every department and 


ſo none will Hart of deftray.; molence and 
opprelſion 19 ceaſe z their. officers will be 


peace and their. exatfors. . righteouſneſs. 


And d julice god Judgment will ran down 
| the ſtreets as'a aa 121 al ew, 


. ee 1 VR ” 
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courfe, and righteouſneſs be as the waves 
ph. the ſea, Jucceſfroe- and perpetual. 1 6 


"And, then, © happy day, every "man 
will enjoy the freedom of a man, eat the 


Jruit of his labour, and lie down and riſe 


up and Walk by the way, and have none 
to diſturb . or make him afraid. In 
a word, the people will fee themſelves 
happy, and ſo cannot fail to honor theit 
rulers, and pay them tribute, and diſcharge -- 


SW their whole duty to them. For a * 


made happy by heir rulers, can never, I 
believe, be raiſed into a general tumult 


| againſt them, © or 1 N . ver . rn voy 8 


o them. | 


"Bax. ts. time > ad fail n me to a: 


ate and if you live to ſee this glorious 


day, Jon will not want ag Tm i Ketig⸗ 


ed. 


N dal en with ſome Auf , | 
Ahd. + 0 i the General Athen this 


ay coavened.. VVV 
Hen 4 40 ad nb 2 5 £ 8 
our colt Fir erte 


a Wr e rejoice that we yet x our + Ae 
at a time when our enemies propheſied we | 
ſhould be all anarchy and confuſion. And 
VV . 


18 | 

that we fee ho cauſe to addreſs] you ir "ths 
language of the text: But may without 

flattery ſay, we ſee the day when (human 
frailties excepted,) our officers are peace and 


our exactort righteouſneſs : And we rejoice 
in the government over us. wag : 


'$ 


[There are thoſe, 1 am fendible;/who A om 
ul up their elaim of authority over us, 
under whom we ſuffered ſuch unexampled 
oppreſſions and miſerizs as made their yoke, 
intolerable ! And they are ſtill like the 
| Kere lion and ing bear E Me 


6 1 


The words of my text niche with great 
pen be ſounded in their cars. Thus 
faith the Lord, Let it ſuffice you, O 
Princes, remove violence and ſpoil, and exe- 
ente judgment and juſlice,, take away 
your axactions from my people Aub oe 
Lord God. 
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a But alas, alas, idey are Jeafto! fy unĩ- 
ted voice of this oppreſſed land They 
are deaf to the voice of God himſelf.— 

And therefore the united voice of the land 
hath oor Oey rtion. haue we in the 
King / the Iſles? What inheritance in the 
Hand of our fore fathers : + See to thine, 0Wn 
Nr 0 thou great ppreſor + {hb 23 10 
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a fair t to make! it more con f iy 


. And to you now, hoe civil F. —_— 


=o bloody N gas. We Huſh. f 
mourn that Gy are ſo futtiſh, and abandon 

ed, as to counteract you in your endeaveurs 
to ſave the land l who ſeem to deſire to 


return back. to . pt and to bondage, and 


to be ready. to take their; butchers for their 
1 ind their murderers. 1 or their 3 
Rrofert'y: FF 45 ig 9 it 3 2151 2727" p 1 Al 1 


0 Th” the ſe nbtwithfland] ing. 8 Pen is 


#lorious ; : and one would think the un- 


Heard of barbarit of the enemy mult bid | 
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TEN we entreat” you, to. fer the, land, 
and reſtore it's trangiility: And, in a word, 


1 to mee de people vuiſe, virtuous, and hap- | 
PI „ Ando: aſſuredly, all e n 


0 chen rife up and call zou bleſſed.) 33 


| And as! to the affairs of. this "EP ſaffer 
ms. 40/, entreat every one concerned, to 


e 


conſider the great importance of a Wiſe 
and good choice at this crifis of our affairs; 
and therefore do nothing by pPartiality, 


dati in boos, thu i fc, with he ſingle 


Fas, 
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bleedivg land! But, what am 1 ching ? 
When we are all embarked i in one common 
_cavſe, and that the moſt important that 
ever any people were engaged it, and alt 
lies at take, ſure we may 7 our words 
and leave this matter with all  fafety in 
your hand—you cannot be - wanting. 

Forgive me that I have ſpoken.” Wiſhing 

dan therefore, and the Honorable" Countit. 
to be elected, the divine preſence, directien 
and blefſmg this day and eyermote, with . 

due TeſpeR, I take m leave of 5 you. 
may we meet at laſt in 4 better 30100 
where the wicked ceaſe ſow Wp and, 


ans weary ae at Teſt ! i =. - 
1 1 Let: we. PRO myl Flo, 1 en 
words, 10 this Capital. TA oF 195. FO... D £8 


Your paſt diftreſſed. ftuation, your alnoft 
ee Preſervation. and deliveraiice, ex 
torts this from me, out of the uſual mode. 


: Searckj T Puy) you, and lie wharefad, i ijt 
was that wel bath dealt thus With vous 


9.931191 een ee 
Mrs + bins indeed, that your . forwardiieſs. 
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